[Increase of early syphilis in a red light district in Rotterdam (1995-1997) and preventive treatment].
The number of cases of syphilis in Rotterdam has increased dramatically since 1995. The prevalence of early syphilis in 1997 was highest among street prostitutes (16%). Some prostitutes could not be reached for further evaluation and treatment, probably due to their addiction to hard drugs. Prophylactic treatment for syphilis was given to most street prostitutes in a cruising zone during a screening programme for sexually transmitted diseases (STD) in January 1997. Since then, STD checkups were performed regularly in the cruising zone. The prevalence of early syphilis in the cruising zone dropped to 1.3% in 1998. The total number of reported cases of syphilis in Rotterdam also decreased sharply in 1998.